CHICHESTER TO EMSWORTH
NON-MOTORISED USER ROUTE
Factsheet

Highways England is currently developing proposals for an upgraded route between Emsworth
and Chichester to encourage walking and cycling along the A259. This project forms part of
Highways England’s Designated Funds programme to address social and environmental issues
through improvements to its road network.
The upgrade of the Chichester to Emsworth Non-Motorised User Route is an opportunity to
improve safety and to encourage more cycling on this route. The improvements will be of benefit
to seasoned cyclists who already use the route regularly, as well as to those who are considering
cycling more in the area.

What is the project brief?

What are Designated Funds?

The project will provide improved provision
for walking and cycling between Chichester
and Emsworth along the A259. This includes
consideration of:

This is a Highways England fund which is separate
to our core work of operating, maintaining and
improving Highways England’s strategic road
network. They provide ring fenced funding what we
use to invest in and support initiatives that deliver
lasting benefits for road users, the environment and
communities across England.

•

Upgrades to cycling / walking infrastructure
within the existing highway boundary;

•

Improved crossings for pedestrians and cyclists;

•

Relocation of elements causing pinch points,
such as bus stops; and

•

Motor vehicle speed limits and restrictions.

It is not part of the scope of this project to:
•

Acquire additional land to expand the current
width of the carriageway along the A259;

•

Relocate statutory undertakers’ / utilities
equipment; or

•

Change the purpose or designation of the A259
as a local A road.

For Chichester to Emsworth Non-Motorised User
Route, we are working in partnership with West
Sussex County Council and Chichester District
Council to develop this project via the Designated
Funds Programme.
The project has been allocated funding for the
design phase from the Users and Communities fund
theme. Construction funding has yet to be secured
and will be subject to further bidding.
The fund has a dedicated website which can be
found at https://highwaysengland.co.uk/designatedfunds/
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Our current proposals look to provide segregated cycle facilities (two-way cycle tracks) where
there is sufficient width in the carriageway. Elsewhere we are proposing to provide and maintain
sections of shared use paths. We are also considering speed limits, improvements to crossings
and relocation of bus stops. You can find more details of our proposals in the project slides that
accompany this factsheet.

What standards are the proposals
being designed to?

Are you required to comply with LTN
1/20?

The project will seek to meet the guidance detailed
for local authorities in the Government Local
Transport Note 1/20 (Cycle Infrastructure Design).
Beyond that, the Design Manual for Roads and
Bridges and the West Susses Cycle Design Guide will
also be considered.

LTN1/20 provides guidance and recommendations
for cycle standards for local authorities, as opposed
to requirements for compliance. Recognising that
LTN 1/20 sets out current best practice guidance,
we will seek to apply these recommendations
wherever possible within the scope and constraints
of the scheme.

How do you determine what type of
provision is appropriate?

Our proposals are however constrained to the
existing highway boundary which does limit our
ability to apply these standards across the entire
route. Highways England is making every effort to
design the best possible scheme in line with the
guidance. Where we are not able to apply LTN 1/20
recommendations, we will provide clear justification
as to why the guidance cannot be met, in line with
LTN 1/20 recommendations.

There are a variety of factors which we need to
consider when determining what provision is most
appropriate. This includes traffic conditions (such as
speed and vehicle flow), the range of different users
that will be using the corridor, and location.
We need to consider the range of users that will use
the corridor and new facility. LTN 1/20 advocates
infrastructure suitable for people from 8 to 80.
We therefore need to ensure that any provision
caters for the most vulnerable users, and an
Equality Impact Assessment is being undertaken.
Our proposals take this into account to provide a
balanced solution.

I thought LTN 1/20 ruled out shared
use paths?
Paragraph 6.5.5 of the guidance details where
this provision is acceptable, if well designed and
implemented. This includes use on interurban
and arterial roads such as the A259, and where its
provision provides continuity of a cycle route.

I would like to see a segregated
provision for cyclists throughout the
entire route.
Wherever possible we have sought to provide
segregated, protected cycle tracks. Due to the space
we have available for this scheme, it will not be
possible to provide segregated provision across the
entire route. Where this is not achievable, we are
proposing to provide shared use paths to provide a
safer and continuous protected route.

What happens at narrow sections
where you cannot accommodate any
allocated provision?
Our proposals aim to provide a continuous
protected route. Where there is insufficient space to
provide either a segregated cycle track or a shared
use path, we are utilising existing, less direct routes
for cyclists to use for their onward connections.
We are also proposing speed management at
some locations to allow more confident cyclists to
continue on the main carriageway in accordance
with LTN 1/20 recommendations. However, these
will need to be self-enforcing and will require
Sussex Police/statutory consultee support.

Why are you not looking to make
more strategic changes?
Through the Designated Funds programme,
Highways England’s role is to consider and provide
improvements for cycling and walking along the
A259 between Chichester and Emsworth within
the existing road space only. More strategic
changes would need to be progressed by the local
authorities as part of their wider infrastructure
planning.
Our proposals do not preclude any larger scale
improvements from being undertaken in the future.
In developing our proposals, we have rigorously
considered numerous factors and constraints. Our
preliminary designs reflect the best achievable
measures to improve walking and cycling between
Chichester and Emsworth within the constraints of
the existing corridor.
We are keen to understand community and
stakeholder views on our proposals as we progress
the designs. However, given that the current scope
of the project is to work within the existing highways
boundary and within the Designated Funds
Programme, we do not think it will be possible to
provide any significant additional measures as part
of our proposals.

How do we know the proposals will be
safe?
All proposals will be subject to independent road
safety audit at each stage in the design process. The
WSCC road safety audit team will be involved in the
approval of any audit outputs.

You can find more details of our proposals
and next steps in the project slides that
were enclosed alongside this factsheet.

